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DIV. OF OIL, GAS & MINING

ERRC-l l9-03

April21,2003

Jon Cherry
8315 West 3595 South
P.O. Box 6001
Magna, Utah 84044-6001

Re Status of thc Elton Tunnel Historic Facilitv. EOA #130.00

Dear Mr. Cherry:

The l)ivision of Environrnental llesponsc and Remediation (DERR) has reviewed the Anderson
Engineering Conrpany, Inc. report entitfed Firuil Conslruclion Reporl Jor Repeir und Muinleruuu:t' oJ

Recluimed Features ut Curr Fitrk Sitt'. I'oocle. Utuh dated April 2000. The report states that one ol' thc
maintenance objectives scheduled tbr cornpletion in 1999 was the demolition of the exposed concrete
Elton Tunnel portal and backlllling of the surrounding area.

Anderson states that in the south branch ol' Pine Creek. stream flow had developed an erosion
channel through a breach in the lower watcr holding pond and was.flowing through the original Elton
Tunnel portal structure. li]etwccrr Novernber 15"'and November 20"', Anderson Engineering undertook
corrective action to repair the drainage situation. A HDPE-lined spillway and overflow channel was

constructed liorn thc second water holdilrg pond into the natural drainage channel below the ponds. A
(r-inclr layer of well-graded borrow material was placed over the liner on both sides and on the bottorn. A
l2-inch layer of (r-inch riprap nrixed with 3-inch gravel was then placed over the borrow material to
prevent erosion. Alier re-routing tlrc watcr flow, the Elton'l'unnel portal structure was dernolished. 'fhc

contractor also cxcavated along thc tunnel between the portal and the two sinkholes located upgradient to
dcternrine il'therc wcrc any subte rrancan voids still proscnt.

Iletween Novernber 2?"'r and Novcrnhcr 24'l'. thc investigative cxcavaticlns detected no aclditional
tunnel voids. and all the excavated areas and the two sinkholcs were backlllled with clean lrll
(approxirnatcly 3(X) cubic yards) and cornplctcd. Thc rcporl lirrthcr stalcs tlrat while excavations into tltc
Elton Tunnel adit werc opcll, al) inspcction was perlbrrned to check lilr rnine drainage. No evidencc ol'
rnine drainagc was dctected in thcr lirrmer tunnel backfill.

Since there was r.lo detectablc rlirre drainage and thc tunncl portal has been perrnanently sealed, it
appears that cxposure pathways ol' conccrn nray lravc becn rnitigated. At this time, the DERIT is

providing this sitc a final "No ljurtlrcr Actiorr" (NFA) stalus urrder thc E,rtvirotrnental On-sitc
Assessments (EOA) pro.icct. Sirrce it was noted that Pinc (lrcek water was at one point llowing through
the tunnel porlal structurc, thc I)EltlL suggcsts thal thc contr()l structurcs associaled with Pine (lrcek (to
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prevent the creek water from flowing into the tunnel structure) should be inspected periodically to
ascertain their effectiveness. The inspection reports from these inspections should be copied to the DERR
for review. The Elton Tunnel (at one point) was one structure that was proposed by KUCC to assist in

their dewatering plan for the pit, post mine closure. The DERR reiterates that our office should be

contacted prior to any use of an EOA site for post mine closure maintenance activities, to determine if
there are any outstanding environmental concerns.

lf you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (801) 5364282.

Sincerely.

Douglas Bacon, Environmental Scientist
Division of Environmental Response and Remediation

DCB/skc

cc: Dr. Eva Hoffman, []. S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region VIII
Daniel Hall, Division of Water Quality
Tom Munson, Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining
Myron Bateman, E.H.S., M.P.A., Director, Tooele County Health Department


